Initial assessment and management of a patient with a gunshot wound to the femur.
As the number of violent crimes rise, the likelihood increases that the nurse will be faced with patients presenting with gunshot injuries. These wounds pose a significant challenge to the nurse working in the acute care setting. Unlike other penetrating trauma, gunshot wounds produce a myriad of associated injuries related to the mechanism of injury. Nurses must be aware of the specific trauma associated with these wounds to assess and manage the victim in an organized and systematic fashion.